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FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


October 13, 1978 

ZBIGNIEW BR2EZINSKI 

JESSICA TUCHMAN MATHEWS jl 

Regional Human Rights 
Assessments 


As I mentioned to you in our talk earlier 
this week, if you find them useful, I plan 
to prepare one of these each week on a 
different region of the globe for use in 
the President's weekly report. 
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Weekly 

Review of Human Rights 


apartment of State, A/GIS/IPS/SRP 

With concurrence of: 

-^^Tohtained _____^«^obt _ 
[opnient s — LaS?ir ^utJil5 at 


<?rf~ 


In each case, we believe that US policy has been a positive 
force with demonstrable impact: positive 

In the Dominican Republic, the successful — thouqh shakv _ 

SS ltl0n thr ° Ugh 3 democrati c Process, from a ^ad?t?onally 
SZSJTZST* u°,° ne J SpOUsing chan 9 a - has been a c“?ical 
tol enUre regain * bl9 “ PaCt in the Caribean aa as 

"" ei ? ht y ea rs of inaction with one only two signatories 

the American Convention has finally come into forcT “ Si 
has 12 signatories and ratifications. 

hw'an^f^' B ° livia and to a certain extent Brazil, 

**Y e a11 ^ken steps away from de facto military regimes 
and toward constitutional democratic institutions. mtL 

st?i? Jc V if n . eleCt S ral fi ? sco in< ^rcates the distances 

.f^ 11 ^e covered, m all these cases there have 

been significant improvements in the freedom for political 

ffiSi’SfAu^lro^ss? 10113 in thS abUS6S ° f 

the situation in Nicaragua is still in flux, the 
,. allenge to Somoza s rule is by no means unrelated to 
the rising hemispheric focus on human rights. 

^ hS Int ® r -American Human Rights Commission 
in5 5 d serious T and well-prepared reports on Chile, Paraguay 
Haiti Ind Y ^ also visited El Salvador, Panama, and 
Haiti, and we expect that in the coming year it will visit 
Nicaragua, Argentina and perhaps ParagSaJ. Also in the 

2Iu?t o| U BLh*. eXP r fc t0 S ? S thS creation of a hemispheric 

=redibUitySf’thfc^Iss^n“ 9 “ ** infl ‘ eace a ^ 

Cuba has recently released a number of political prisoners 
and indicated that perhaps as many as 1,000 persons may 

emigrate if they wish. These decisions 
end a long history of stonewalling on this issue. Cuba 

- ?o S n^?/;S ently emigration of some Cubans . 

to permit the reunification of families, 

fc ? er ? a J e sti11 man Y v ery serious human rights problems 
in the hemisphere, and several countries where we have not yet 

o^ n hf?^° US i S19 ? S ° f Change ' and thou ? h at times the coJt to 
our bilateral.relations has been substantial, the over-all 

record of achievement of our human rights policy in Latin 
America appears to be unquestionably positive. 










